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Art paintings through the lens of entropy and complexity



Heinrich Wölfflin (1864 -1945) was 
a Swiss art historian, whose objective 
classifying principles, in particular 
"linear" vs. "painterly" aided the 
development of formal analysis in 
art history in the early 20th century.

Art history in brief
Alois Riegl (1858 -1905) was 
an Austrian art historian. He 
pioneered art history as a 
self-sufficient academic discipline, 
and he argued that art evolves 
continuously from haptic to optic. 

Haptic perception 
(Greek: haptόs "palpable", 
haptikόs "suitable for touch") 
means literally the ability 
"to grasp something".



Haptic/Linear 
vs. 

Optic/Painterly

Order/Simplicity 
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Disorder/Complexity

The conceptual link between art and physics
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