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Overview 

1. Strategy  

2. Network   

3. Infrastructure   



Part 1: Strategy 

1. Realize the national digital library 
 

2. Reinforce national and 
international co-operation 

https://www.kb.nl/sites/default/files/docs/strategicplan-2015-2018.pdf  

https://www.kb.nl/sites/default/files/docs/strategicplan-2015-2018.pdf


The power of our network 
 
• Strong focus on the customer 

• 2030 everything digital 

• Library as a platform 

• New legal tasks for the public library network:  

• Digital infrastructure 

• ILL and Collection Policy  

• Digital Content Policy 

 
https://www.kb.nl/sites/default/files/docs/strategicplan-2015-2018.pdf  

https://www.kb.nl/sites/default/files/docs/strategicplan-2015-2018.pdf


Our customer 
The Netherlands: 
 17 million inhabitants  
 4 million registered users 
 160 public libraries 
 1,100 service points 



Our customer 



Our customer 

• will find it easy to see what the library has to offer 

• has a platform for research in Dutch publications 

• has access to as much digital content as possible 

• experiences a single library 

• is tempted and helped to use library collections 

• can rely on the fact that Dutch publications remain permanently accessible 



The power of the network 

• Build strong partnerships with organizations 
in the field of 

 libraries 

 heritage institutions 

 academia 

 publishers 

 private partners 

 public partners 

 https://www.kb.nl/sites/default/files/docs/strategicplan-2015-2018.pdf  

https://www.kb.nl/sites/default/files/docs/strategicplan-2015-2018.pdf


Part 2:  The network 

• the Dutch library network 
– public libraries 
– university libraries 

• supporting Digital Humanities 
• Digital Heritage network 
• developing an open information infrastructure  
 



  

 
 
 
 
 

Source: Johan Stapel Feb. 2016 

160 libraries 
  44 ILS installations 

ILS landscape public libraries 



Digital infrastructure public libraries 

- shared cataloguing system   (OCLC - cbs:ggc)  
- discovery services     (library collections, full-text)  
- delivery services       (e-books, ILL, other) 
- website infrastructure    (national/local websites, campaigns)  
- identity & access management  (single sign-on) 
- content services      (literature, education, …)  
- datawarehouse      (business information, marketing) 

 
- ranging from project to mature level services 
 



Architecture overview 

Front-end 

Middleware 
API 

Back-end 



UKB – University Libraries & KB 

• Improve delivery of content  
– Open Access  

 
• Enhance infrastructure for discovery & delivery 

– WorldCat / WorldShare 
 

• Support e-research & e-learning 
 

https://www.ukb.nl  

https://www.ukb.nl/


Supporting research 

• Delpher: full-text books, newspaper, 
magazines 

• e-depot 
• dataservices  
• research program 
• connection to research infrastructure  
 

 

https://www.kb.nl/organisatie/onderzoek-expertise/digital-humanities  

https://www.kb.nl/organisatie/onderzoek-expertise/digital-humanities


Visible 

Usable 

Sustainable 

National Digital Heritage Strategy 

Digital Heritage Network 

http://www.den.nl/art/uploads/files/Publicaties/20150608_Nationale_strategie_digitaal_erfgoed_Engels.pdf


…. libraries archives museums Source:  NDE – 2016 / EM 

Knowledge Graph for Digital Heritage 



Developing services for aggregation, alignment, sharing.. 



Developing an open information infrastructure 

• Use Linked Data as connecting technology   
 

• Publish open and standardized metadata 
 

• Provide authority data for the Dutch library & heritage domain  
 

• Provide alignment services  
 

• Connect to the world outside (web, libraries, research, heritage)  



First steps… 

More info 

https://www.kb.nl/bronnen-zoekwijzers/dataservices-en-apis/ggc-thesauri-als-linked-data






Part 3: Infrastructure 

- Discovery & delivery 

- Metadata & collection 



Our customer 

• will find it easy to see what the library has to offer 

• has a platform for research in Dutch publications 

• has access to as much digital content as possible 

• experiences a single library 

• is tempted and helped to use library collections 

• can rely on the fact that Dutch publications remain 

permanently accessible 

Visible 

Usable 

Sustainable 



As is 



Heritage Science 

UB OB KB 

Library 

Research  
libraries 

Poly- 
technic 

service service service 

collection content 

To be 



Library infrastructure 

Discovery service 
 

ILL service 
 

ERM service 
 

Cataloging service 
 
 

Library Management 
System 



Thank you 
johan.stapel@kb.nl 

mailto:johan.stapel@kb.nl
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